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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 156 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
March 7, 1889 


Sir: 


In reply to your intimation of the 6th inst. endorsed on my letter of the 2nd inst. with 
reference to the disposition of mutilated coins, that there had been a violation “of sections of the 
regulations forbidding employees to act as agents for depositions”, in the absence of any 
statement of particular acts which are thus censurable. I am unable to conjecture in what respect 
there had been a violation of the regulations on this point. 


If the act of the Cashier in paying small lots of mutilated coins by check be objectionable, 
I can only say that I supposed in issuing his check he was acting as my agent and representative 
and not of the deposition. If I am in error in this impression I will thank you to so advise me. 


Section 2nd of the Regulations on pages 8 and 9 of the pamphlet edition of 1888, directs 
that mutilated coins “shall be received and paid for’. If this cannot be done by any of the 
methods named in the bureau circulars of May 21, 1885 and June 24, 1886, I shall be glad to 
know how it can be done without making some officer or employee of the Mint the Agent of the 
owner, he not being here in person and having no third person to represent him. Shall the 
proceeds of mutilated coins be retained here until he sends a person for them — and as I am 
unable to frame a safe rule for my own action in the matter from the general instructions given. I 
am obliged to appeal to you for such further instructions and explanations as will retrieve me 
from serious perplexity and embarrassment. 


Section 15, at the bottom of page 5 forbids any person in the Mint from acting as Agent 
of the depositors and section 16 it sequitur compels me to become his agent. How shall I 
reconcile the discrepancy? 


My reason for troubling you again with this matter is that I have in my vault a number of 
remittances of mutilated coins, some from the Treasurer of the United States which I am unable 
to dispose of until the obscurities in my way are removed and I shall be glad to have a definite 
reply at your earliest convenience. 


Very respectfully, 
Daniel M. Fox 
Superintendent 


Hon. James P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint 
Washington, D.C. 
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[Noted on back:] 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
March 8, 1889 


Respectfully returned to the Superintendent of the Mint at Philadelphia. 
Objections to departure from the regulations in the matter referred to are withdrawn, there 
seeming no other than the present way to dispose of it. The general rule, however, prevails at all 


of the other institutions. 


James P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint. 


